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Call to Order – At approximately 5:00 pm on July 20, 2016, Mr. Kistner, Chairman of the Beer Board for the City of Bristol, Tennessee, called the meeting to order in the Conference Room of the Ewell L. Easley Municipal Bldg., located at 104 Eighth St., Bristol, Tennessee.

Review of Minutes – Board Members reviewed the minutes of the May 18, 2016 meeting, the minutes were approved as read.

NEW BUSINESS

Shelbees on the Green, 6045 Old Jonesborough Rd., Bristol, TN – Mr. Patrick F. MacNeil appeared before the Board to request an On Premises Permit.  Capt. James advised this is the restaurant facility at the Bristol Country Club, the Application is in order, fees paid, and background check conducted. He related both Mr. and Mrs. MacNeil previously completed required training for another business they operate in downtown Bristol, TN, so they are familiar with handling alcohol sales.  Mr. Kistner called for questions/comments from the public, there being none he called for questions from the Board, Mr. Vernon made a Motion to approve the Application, seconded by Mr. Tickle.  There being no further discussion Mr. Kistner called for a vote, the Motion was approved by unanimous vote.  
University C-Mart, 1500 King College Rd., Bristol, TN – Mr. James L. Lingerfelt and Mrs. Lingerfelt appeared before the Board to request an Off Premises Permit.   Capt. James advised this business is located in the former Valero Convenience Store location that has been empty for a few years.  He related the Application is in order, fees paid, background checks conducted, and Mr. and Mrs. Lingerfelt and one employee successfully completed Alcohol Awareness Education Training on  July 19, 2016.  Mr. Kistner called for questions/comments from the public, there were none.  Mr. Kistner asked Mr. Lingerfelt if this is their first time in alcohol sales, he replied it is, so Mr. Kistner cautioned him to be extremely vigilant in checking ID’s.  He advised with the college so near the students will put them to the test, and the students can be very inventive.  Mr. Kistner also advised the Lingerfelt’s that this location has had problems in the past with selling alcohol to underage customers, and that is one of the reasons previous businesses have closed.  Following a short discussion Mr. Turner made a Motion to approve the Application, seconded by Mr. Tickle.  There being no further discussion Mr. Kistner called for a vote, the Motion was approved by unanimous vote.  
Cootie Brown’s,  118 Volunteer Pkwy., Bristol, TN – Mr. Anthony Vella, Owner, and Ms. Logan White, Manager, appeared before the Board for the violation of selling alcohol to an underage Confidential Informant (CI) during an Alcohol Sales Compliance Check conducted by the Bristol TN Police Street Crimes Unit (SCU).  Capt. James advised the Permit was issued June 2015, this is their first violation.  Mr. Kistner asked Mr. Vella if he understands why he was summoned, he advised he does.  Mr. Kistner called Inv. Doty, BTPD/SCU to brief the Board on the Violation.  Inv. Doty related on June 23, 2016, the SCU conducted an Alcohol Sales Compliance Check using a CI with a DOB in March 1996, making her 20 years of age.  She was instructed to use her legally issued State ID, and answer truthfully if asked her age.  She was photographed both before and after the sting operation to show her appearance was not altered.  Inv. Doty and the CI entered the restaurant and were seated at the bar, she ordered a draft beer from the bartender, he did not check her ID before he poured the beer and served it to her.  Inv. Doty identified himself to the bartender and issued a State Citation for the violation.  Mr. Kistner asked if Board Members had any questions for Inv. Doty, there were none.  Mr. Kistner asked Mr. Vella if he had any questions for Inv. Doty, he asked Inv. Doty if they were greeted by someone else upon being seated at the bar, Inv. Doty said they were greeted by a female who brought water to them and explained the bartender he cited would be their server.  Mr. Vella advised he spoke to the bartender after the incident, who said he mistakenly assumed the female who greeted them first had already checked ID.  He said that a customer is usually greeted by a host or hostess who would seat them.  Since the girl that greeted them is also a bartender, and she had already brought them water, he assumed she’d carded them.  Mr. Vella advised there is no excuse for what happened, and the bartender is no longer with them. Mr. Kistner asked if he has addressed this particular incident with the rest of his employees as a lesson and a warning, Mr. Vella said he has.  Inv.  Doty advised the bartender did tell him that he assumed the female bartender had carded them when the citation was issued.  Mr. Vella apologized for the violation, and assured the Board he is doing everything he can to make sure it does not happen again.  Mr. Kistner asked Mr. Vella if they are a Certified Responsible Vendor with Tennessee ABC, Mr. Vella said he is not sure.  Mr. Kistner explained the Board’s history of penalties for a first violation being a 10 day Suspension, with the option of a $1500 Civil Penalty to be paid in lieu of the Suspension.  However, that is not set in stone, and can be adjusted in cases where the Board feels the business has shown themselves to be an asset to the community, and do everything they can to cooperate with the police in any way possible, giving an example where employees of Cootie Brown’s observed a situation that led to the arrest and prosecution of a reckless motorcycle driver.  He suggested the Civil Penalty be set at $1000 in this particular case.  Mr. Ketron made a Motion for a 10 day Suspension, with the option of a $1000 Civil Penalty in lieu of the Suspension, seconded by Mr. Vernon.  There being no further discussion Mr. Kistner called for a vote, the Motion was approved by unanimous vote.
Johnny Brusco’s Pizza, 408 Pinnacle Pkwy., Suite 157, Bristol, TN – Mr. Chuck Richani, Owner, appeared before the Board for the violation of selling alcohol to an underage CI during an Alcohol Sales  Compliance Check conducted by the BTPD/SCU.  Capt. James advised the Permit was issued March 2015, this is their first violation.  Mr. Kistner asked Mr. Richani if he understands why he was summoned, he said he does.  Mr. Kistner called Inv. Doty to brief the Board on the Violation.  Inv. Doty advised on June 23, 2016 the BTPD/SCU conducted an Alcohol Sales Compliance Check using the same CI, she was again instructed to use her legally issued ID, and be truthful if asked any questions.  She and Inv. Doty entered the restaurant, were seated, and she ordered a beer.  Their server asked for her ID, looked at it, then brought the bottle of beer and served it to the CI.  Mr. Kistner asked if the ID has, in red, “Under 21 Until 03/05/2017”, Inv. Doty said it does.  Mr. Kistner asked Mr. Richani if he had any questions for Inv. Doty, Mr. Richani advised until today he was not really sure what happened, and did not know if the server asked for the ID or not, and can not understand how it could be a miscalculation if the date is printed on the ID.  He said he just can not understand why she served the beer.  Mr. Kistner advised it seems to be a recurring issue with servers who look at so many ID’s it begins to become something they do without really paying any attention.  He advised that some businesses that sell for off premises consumption actually have scanners that read the ID.  Mr. Richani advised they try to keep on top of training, reinforcing the need to check ID’s.  Mr. Turner advised some businesses actually require their servers to write the DOB on the ticket, to ensure they are looking at the actual date.  Inv. Dote advised he has a picture of the CI’s drivers license on his phone, just not a printed copy, which he showed to the Board and Mr. Richani.  Lt. Tate, SCU, advised there is a free phone app that scans the bar code on the back of a drivers license and gives the person’s name and age, and it’s supposed to work for any state.  Mr. Kistner advised that could be particularly handy during race week when people from all over the states come to Bristol TN. Mr. Kistner asked if there were further questions for Inv. Doty, there were none.  Mr. Turner asked if the restaurant has been checked before, Lt. Tate said it has been checked with no violations noted.  Mr. Kistner called for further questions from the Board, there being none he called for a Motion.  Mr. Tickle made a Motion for a 10 day Suspension, with the option of a $1000 Civil Penalty, seconded by Mr. Vernon.  There being no further discussion Mr. Kistner called for a vote, the Motion was approved by unanimous vote.  
PENDING BUSINESS

Capt. James requested the August meeting be scheduled for August 10, 2016, as the third Wednesday during August falls during race week.  Mr. Kistner scheduled the meeting for the requested date.

There being no further business to conduct the meeting was adjourned.  
