
MINUTES OF THE CITY OF BRISTOL, TENNESSEE
CITY COUNCIL MEETING

March 112016

CALL TO ORDER:

The City of Bristol Tennessee City Council meeting was called to order by Mayor Lea Powers
on Tuesday, March 1,2016, at7:00 p.m. in the Slater Center Auditorium.

ROLL CALL:

Present: Mayor Lea Powers, Vice-Mayor Chad Keen, Councilwoman Margaret Feierabend, and
Councilman Jack Young. Absent: Councilwoman Michelle Denise.

Others Present: City Manager William L. Sorah; City Attorney Danielle Kiser, City Recorder
Tara Musick; and members of City staff.

INVOCATION AND PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE:

Mayor Lea Powers gave the invocation, and Councilwoman Margaret Feierabend led the pledge
of allegiance.

AGENDA ADDITIONS AND/OR CHANGES: None.

PROCLAMATIONS AND RECOGNITIONS: None.

PRESENTATIONS:

First Tee of Tri-Cities: Mr. Cody Weems presented the City of Bristol Tennessee with the
2015 Tennessee Golf Foundation "Lou Frank Award". The award was given for the City's
support of the First Tee of Tri-Cities program. Mr. Weems stated that the youth program teaches
life skills and character development through the game of golf and they have had a 120%
increase in participation since making Steele Creek Golf Course their home. He thanked Randall
Cross, Mike Musick, Terry Napier, and City Manager Bill Sorah for their support.

PUBLIC HEARINGS: None.

APPEARANCE OF CITIZENS: None

APPOINTMENTS:

Power Board - City Council addressed the vacancy of one seat on the Power Board for an
unexpired term ending June 30,2019. Councilwoman Feierabend spoke in favor of Gary
McGeough saying that he had served in several positions throughout the community and felt he
would be an excellent addition to the Power Board. Vice-Mayor Keen agreed that Mr.
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McGeough would be a good choice. Councilman Young stated that he appreciated all of the
people that had applied and that while he supported Ronald Grubb for the position he would vote
for Mr. McGeough in order to have a majority vote. Mayor Powers excused herself from the
vote because her business provides services for Bristol Tennessee Essential Services.

Councilwoman Feierabend
Councilman Young
Vice-Mayor Keen

ORDINANCES AND RESOLUTIONS:

A. First Reading of New Ordinances: None

B. Adoption of Ordinances (Second Reading):

Councilwoman Feierabend
Vice-Mayor Keen
Mayor Powers
Councilman Young

Ordinance 16-1 - An Ordinance to Amend Chapter 6 of the Code of Ordinances
Relating to Alcoholic Beverages by Providing for Retail Food Store \iline Licenses,
Amending the Definition of Beer, and Amending Section 6-76 relating to Certifïcates
of Compliance

City Manager Sorah presented the ordinance to Council for approval. Mr. Sorah stated
that the General Assembly granted grocery stores the ability to sell wine starting on July
1,2016. He stated that there are several requirements that need to be met by the
applicants in order to receive a Certificate of Compliance. He stated that the definition of
beer was also changed from, not more than 5%o by weight, to not more than 8%by
weight, which would take place January I,2017. The amendment will also delete an
existing list of requirements for licensing by the retailer. The amended language
indicates that such materials will be as required by the City Manager or the TCA Title 57,
Chapter 3, Part 2 as amended. Councilwoman Feierabend made a motion to approve the
ordinance, and Vice-Mayor Keen seconded the motion. The motion passed by a
unanimous roll call vote.

Gary McGeough
Gary McGeough
Gary McGeough

Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
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Ordinance 16-l - An Ordinance to Amend Chapter 10 of the Code of Ordinances
Relating to Animals

City Manager Sorah presented the ordinance to Council for approval. Mr. Sorah reported

that due to a request from City Council that staff had researched two elements of the

ordinance that deals with extreme temperatures and enclosure size. The amendment
requires that all animals be provided adequate food, shade, shelter, water, and protection
from extreme weather conditions. He stated that previously these requirements were only
for tethered animals but the amendment will make it a requirements for all animals. In
addition, the enclosure must be of a size appropriate for the breed, size, age, and number

of animals being kept. Mayor Powers asked if training would be made available for staff
on the size of enclosures and extreme temperatures based on the breed. Mr. Sorah stated

yes, that it would be based on the breed. Vice-Mayor Keen made a motion to approve the

Ordinance, Councilwoman Feierabend seconded the motion. Councilman Young stated

that he agreed with the ordinance including both tethered and untethered, but that he had

concerns on including enclosure requirements. Mayor Powers stated that she felt basing
enclosure requirements on the breed was appropriate and that she was still concerned
with animals being tethered 24hovrs aday.

Terrie Gregory, 104 HenrieflaLane, Bristol, Tennessee, reported that Chain Free Bristol
had received 830 petition signatures due to the ad they ran in the newspaper. She asked if
there was a minimum number of signatures that the City Council wanted before making
the decision to make Bristol a oochain free" community. Mayor Powers stated that there

was not a specific number needed thatitwas a matter of the City Council discussing the
matter and taking a vote.

Mr. Sorah stated that the issue of tethering would be presented at the March 22,2016
City Council Work Session.

The motion passed with a three to one vote.

Councilwoman Feierabend
Vice-Mayor Keen
Mayor Powers
Councilman Young

Yes
Yes
Yes
No
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C. Resolutions:

Resolution 16-11
Goodpasture

A Resolution Naming a Public Park in Honor of Jerry

City Manager Sorah presented the resolution to Council for approval. Mr. Sorah stated

that Jerry Goodpasture had a significant impact on downtown and many areas of the

community. He stated that the park was located at the corner of 8th and Shelby Streets

and was currently known as "Music Park". The recommendation is to name the park

"Jerry GoodpasturePlaza". Councilwoman Feierabend asked if there would be an

official occasion for the naming of the park. Teny Napier, Parks and Recreation
Director, confirmed that there would be a ceremony. Mayor Powers said that Jerry
Goodpasture had done a lot for the community and she was delighted that the city of was

taking this action. Vice-Mayor Keen made a motion to approve the resolution, and

Councilwoman Feierabend seconded the motion. The motion passed by a unanimous roll
call vote.

Resolution 16-12 A Resolution Authorizing Court #1 of the Ida Stone Jones
Community Tennis Center be named ¡rGrae Viers Championship Court"

City Manager Sorah presented the resolution to Council for approval. Mr. Sorah stated

that the resolution for consideration is the naming of Court#l, the Championship Court,
for Graeson Viers. Grae Viers was a student and member of the Tennessee High School
Tennis Team. Mr. Sorah explained that Mr. Viers died in an automobile accident in
2006. Shortly thereafter, Mr. Viers' parents established a memorial foundation in his
honor and would like to donate the remainder of the foundation monies to the Ida Stone

Jones Community Tennis Center. Mr. Sorah stated that they have requested that Court #1

be named the'oGrae Viers Championship Court". Mayor Powers stated that Grae Viers
was an outstanding student and athlete and this would be a wonderful tribute in his honor.
Councilman Young made a motion to approve the resolution, and Vice-Mayor Keen
seconded the motion. The motion passed by a unanimous roll call vote.

Mayor Powers announced that the ceremony would take place on March 14,2016.

Councilwoman Feierabend
Vice-Mayor Keen
Mayor Powers
Councilman Young

Councilwoman Feierabend
Vice-Mayor Keen

Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes

Yes
Yes
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Resolution 16-13 A Resolution Naming a Public Facility in Recognition of the
Rotary Club of Bristol

City Manager Sorah presented the resolution to Council for approval. Mr. Sorah stated

that anew pavilion will be built next to the Splash Pad at Steele Creek Park. The
pavilion will include restrooms and picnic areas. Mr. Sorah reported that the Rotary Club
of Bristol had donated $45,000 for the purchase of material associated with the
construction of the new pavilion. In recognition of the generous donation the Parks and

Recreation Commission recommended naming the pavilion "The Rotary Centennial
Pavilion". Councilwoman Feierabend made a motion to approve the resolution, and

Mayor Powers seconded the motion. The motion passed by a unanimous roll call vote.
Mayor Powers thanked the Rotary members for the contributions.

Mayor Powers
Councilman Young

Councilwoman Feierabend
Vice-Mayor Keen
Mayor Powers
Councilman Young

Councilwoman Feierabend
Vice-Mayor Keen
Mayor Powers
Councilman Young

Yes
Yes

Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes

Yes
Yes
Yes

Resolution 16-18 A Resolution Approving Tax Equivalent Payments

City Manager Sorah presented the resolution to Council for approval. Mr. Sorah stated

that the resolution authorizes the distribution of tax equivalent payments from Bristol
Tennessee Essential Services in a grand total of $2,694,930.94. The tax equivalent
payments include electric, telecommunication, and cable/internet facilities. The
payments are based on a statutory formula of which Bristol's amount is$2,074,778.04.
Mr. Sorah said that the payment would be made to the city by June 30, 2016.
Councilman Young made a motion to approve the resolution, and Councilman
Feierabend seconded the motion. The motion passed by a unanimous roll call vote.
Mayor Powers stated that she appreciates Bristol Tennessee Essential Services and how
they serve the community.

Yes
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CONSENT AGENDA:

City Manager Sorah presented the Consent Agenda to Council. Councilwoman
Feierabend asked that Resolution 16-15 be removed from the Consent Agenda.

Councilwoman Feierabend moved to approve the consent agenda, and Councilman
Young seconded the motion. The following items were approved by unanimous Council
vote:

r Minutes

r Minutes

r Resolution 16-14

r Resolution 16-16

r Resolution 16-17

r Resolution 16-19

Councilwoman Feierabend
Vice-Mayor Keen
Mayor Powers
Councilman Young

February 2,2016 City Council Meeting

February 16,2016 City Council Work Session

A Resolution Adopting an Amended and Restated

City Property Naming Policy

A Resolution Authorizingan Annual Inflation to
Adjustment to Financial Assurance Agreement City
of Bristol Demolition Landfill

A Resolution Reaffirming Delegation of Authority
to the Industrial Development Board to Negotiate

and Accept Payments in Lieu of Ad Valorem Taxes

A Resolution Authorizingthe Purchase of GIS

Configuration and Crime Mapping Solution

Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes

Resolution 16-13 A Resolution Approving an Agreement to Develop a

Comprehensive Trails and Greenways Plan

City Manager Sorah asked Teny Napier, Parks and Recreation Director to give an

overview of the Comprehensive Trails and Greenways Plan. Mr. Napier stated that staff
spent a lot of time working on a long-term plan for the parks and one thing that was a
constant conversation was the trails and greenways and it was determined that it needed

to be looked at separately. He stated that there would be a lot of community and city
involvement in the process. Councilwoman Feierabend asked if there would be policy
changes that would need to be made in addition to the plan. Mr. Napier stated that all of
the firms interviewed recommended looking at policy changes. Councilman Young
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asked what activities are anticipated along the trails and greenways. Mr. Napier stated

that we won't know until the plan is being put together.

Councilwoman Feierabend made a motion to approve the resolution, and Mayor Powers

seconded the motion. The motion passed by a unanimous roll call vote.

Councilwoman Feierabend
Vice-Mayor Keen
Mayor Powers
Councilman Young

Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes

BOARD OF EDUCATION LIASON REPORT:

Dr. Gary Lilly stated that the school system is focused on the state standardized testing starting
the next week. He reported that Tennessee High School had received the AP District Honor Roll
Award. The award was given by the College Board to ten schools in the state. He stated that
they were excited for the opening of the Ida Stone Jones Tennis Center on March 14. He
announced that the Tennessee High School Band would be performing in Chicago's St. Patrick's
Day Parade on March 12, andthat several talented students would be performing at the 3'd

Annual Virginia Duff Fine Arts Festival atParumount Theater on March 6.

CITY MANAGER'S REPORT:

City Manager Sorah reported that two sessions are being planned with development staff, area

professionals, and contractors. The first session is planned for Thursday, March 3, at7:30 a.m.,

and a second session on Tuesday, March 8, from 1l:00 a.m. to l:00 p.m. These sessions will be

held annually to keep lines of communication open between city staff and the professionals. Mr.
Sorah reported that a survey has been placed online for contractors to give their feedback. Mr.
Sorah wanted to remind City Council of the Heroes Ball to be held on March 11. March 17 will
be the first session of Communiversity, formerly known as the Citizen's Academy. Mr. Sorah
reminded Council of the March Z2Work Session and the March 24 "Coffee with Council" to be

held at Uncle Buck's at the Pinnacle.

CITY COUNCIL COMMENTS:

Councilwoman Feierabend wanted to thank Randall Cross for the First Tee Recognition.

Councilwoman Feierabend thanked Teny Napier and Mike Musick for the planning on the
Farmer's Market. She stated that27 farmers and vendors attended a session to offer their input.
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Councilwoman Feierabend reminded Council that the TML Conference is coming up and that

the Believe in Bristol's Night at the Museum is being held on }l4arch24.

Councilwoman Feierabend announced that the Poverty Awareness and Education Committee is

hosting a Poverty Simulation on April 7.

Councilman Young stated that he had attended at presentation by the President of Carson-

Newman College on the progress in higher education. He reported that Certificate and Post-

High School degrees has risen to 34o/o.

Vice-Mayor Keen said that he wanted the school system to know that City Council is behind

them. He also wanted to thank those that have applied to serve on the many boards and

commissions. He thanked the Rotary Club, Junior League, Believe in Bristol, and the Chamber

of Commerce for contributions and service to the city.

Mayor Powers stated that it was an exciting time for Bristol. She mentioned the Chamber of
Commerce Retreat and the progress made toward a common vision.

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 8:06 p.m.

Lea Powers,
Mayor

/
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Tara E. Musick,
City Recorder


